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Vision
A Singapore that is children-plenty and children-friendly

Mission
I Love Children is a voluntary welfare organization set up in 

September 2005 with a purpose of keeping Singapore young  

– by advocating a higher priority to having children, and promoting  

a society where children are loved and mainstreamed.

In short, we celebrate children and the joy they bring. 

We hope to inculcate the value and importance  

of parenthood and family  

among Singaporeans, as well as 

encourage a children-friendly 

environment in Singapore.
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There are many life experiences that may bring you 
joy or fulfilment, or encourage you to grow but none 
of these are as profound and awesome as becoming 
a parent. Parenthood can be challenging, yet it is 
uniquely rewarding and inspirational at the same 
time: the joy of welcoming your newborn; witnessing 
your child’s first step, watching them grow; and 
empowering them with the right values to live a 
healthy, happy, and successful life. 

How right is Mitch Albom when he said: “There is no 
experience like having children … no substitute for 
it…” I would like to add that other than achieving all 
in life, having children is the best achievement that no 
money can buy. 

How then can I Love Children help couples achieve 
this? Through our various programmes, we hope to 
impart invaluable knowledge and life skills to prepare 
them for parenthood. An inaugural dialogue session 
with Mdm Halimah Yacob, former Minister of State 
for Ministry of Family and Social Development was 
organised in conjunction with the Maybe Baby Annual 
Campaign 2012, to find out what would encourage 
married couples to have babies or more children. 

Other regular programmes and events like the ILC 
Parenthood Pledge, roving bus visits, Hot Date @ 
The Movies, Maybe Baby on the Road roadshows 
continued to attract many couples in understanding 
the joy of parenthood and how to cope with life ahead 
with children.

We know we have done right as our Parenthood 
Survey showed that more young couples and newly-
weds between 21 and 39 years old felt that ‘Having 
children is an important milestone in life’. 

Many thanks to the dating and married couples who 
supported ILC’s initiatives and events. We hope that 
our efforts have helped you appreciate the joy of 
having children and given you more information on 
parenthood and parenting skills. 

These programmes can only be run with the support 
of partners and friends. On behalf of the ILC Board, 
I would like to show our most sincere appreciation 
to them for their support and advice. Without their 
commitment and contribution, we would not have 
come so far in our programmes. So here’s a BIG thank 
you from our hearts!   

As a mother of five children, there is no denying that 
bringing up children can be a daunting task with 
multiple challenges, especially if you have no prior 
knowledge or resources on surviving parenthood. But 
with a little help from ILC, I know it will be made easier 
and parenthood will become more fun and enjoyable.

We look forward to another year of exciting 
programmes and events for couples and I believe 
many more will take their plunge into parenthood!  

In Love With Children,

Joni Ong 
President
I Love Children

President’s 
Message

Photo of Joni & family 
Joni and her family (L – R): 
Front: Kristi-Ann, Joni, Kathi-Lyn
Back: Elisabeth, Jonathan, Emmeliene, Kian Min

“There is no experience like having children … no substitute for it. If you want the 
experience of having complete responsibility for another human being, and to 
learn how to love and bond in the deepest way, then you should have children.”
~ Morrie from “Tuesdays With Morrie” by author Mitch Albom ~
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The I Love Children (ILC) Bus serves as a mobile resource centre  for individuals and couples of child-
bearing age. It made six roving visits in 2012 and welcomed about 41,000 visitors on board where they 
picked up information on finances, fertility, pregnancy and parenthood.  

More than 80% of the visitors agreed that the ILC Bus provided useful information and resources that 
helped them better appreciate parenthood.

13 Jan at Amoy

6 Jul at Phillip St

18 May at Killiney

23 Jun at Marina 

Waterfront

24 Feb at Lau Pa Sat

27 Apr at Toa Payoh

Welcome On Board!
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ILC Parenthood 
Pledge

In its second year, the ILC Parenthood 
Pledge continued to encourage 

couples to have children. In 2012, more 
than 900 couples pledged to conceive 

between 1 September to 31 August and 
the first 100 couples to successfully do 

so were rewarded with S$300 worth of 
Abbott milk products.

“We’ve just delivered 
our first baby, Yu Xi, in 
March 2013. We were 

glad that we signed 
up for the ILC  

Parenthood Pledge. 
The milk powder 

provided the right 
nutrients for Cai 
Ting during her 

pregnancy!” 
- Mr Lim Beng Hwa & Mdm Ten Cai 

Ting who took the ILC Parenthood 
Pledge in February 2012.

“We were exhilarated when our 
first baby, Elgin, was born. The milk 
powder came in handy for our 
baby. Thank you Abbott!” 
- Mr Eric Lim & Mdm Angeline Lim who took the 
ILC Parenthood Pledge in October 2011.
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ILC conducted a comprehensive face-to-face parenthood survey with more than 600 Singaporeans and PRs aged 
between 21 and 39 years. It provided insights on various parenthood perceptions and concerns of couples today.

Key findings
• 81% of respondents felt that having children is an important milestone in life.
• Besides financial, career and time factors, respondents also highlighted that lack of quality or affordable 

childcare and own or spouses’ ages were the top few reasons for not or not sure of having babies. 
• A supportive spouse remained as the top motivating factor to those who do not intend or do not know or 

are not sure of having children.

ILC Parenthood
Survey 2012
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“It is a joy to have children”

“Having children completes the family”

“Having children is an important 
milestone in life”

2012 2011
87% “It is a joy to have children”

“Having children completes the family”

“Having children is an important 
milestone in life”

Survey Finding #1: Top 3 messages regarding parenthood

82%

81%

86%

83%

76%

Financial factor

Career as priority

Time factor

Financial factor

Mentally not 
prepared

Time factor

Survey Finding #2: Top 3 reasons for not or are not sure of having babies

2012 2011
57%

35%

25%

53%

36%

31%

A supportive spouse

Pursue personal interests

Adequate support/
help to look after baby

A supportive spouse

Pursue personal interests

Adequate support/
help to look after baby

Survey Finding #3: Top 3 motivating factors to have a child or more children

2012 2011
58%

57%

53%

46%

42%

41%



www.maybebaby.sg 
Managed by I Love Children, www.maybebaby.sg is a 
localised parenthood portal providing useful information 
to help and encourage couples along their parenthood 
journey. This one-stop resource centre offers a wide range 
of parenthood and parenting topics, including feature 
articles and expert advice. It also hosts a group of bloggers 
who regularly update and share their personal stories on 
their various parenthood stages. The website continues 
to draw readers with straw polls, quizzes, contests and 
comic strips.

Fast Facts
March: ST.com & AsiaOne.com screened the Maybe Baby video clip  
“I Thought My Life Was Complete” 
August: Maybebaby.sg App was made available to ST mobile users.

I Love Children Facebook
www.ilovechildren.org.sg

The Maybe Baby Singapore Facebook page connects ILC 
and Maybe Baby friends with regular posts, video clips, 
contests and parenthood related news updates.

Maybe Baby Singapore 
Facebook

The I Love Children Facebook is 
a platform for sharing parenting 
news and tips. 

Experts from various  
disciplines share their insights 
on the upbringing of children 
and photos of various ILC 
events are posted online. 
Companies and individuals 
who are interested to partner 
ILC or volunteer at any of the 
programmes can do so by 
referring to the I Love Children 
website.
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Maybe Baby 
Campaign 2012

Maybe Baby Dialogue Session

In conjunction with Maybe Baby’s Annual Campaign 2012, I Love 
Children organised an inaugural  dialogue session with Mdm 
Halimah Yacob, former Minister of State for Ministry of Social 
and Family Development, on 5 October at the Suntec City Guild 
House. Participants from varied  backgrounds, representing their 
unique phase in life and parenthood stage shared their joys and 
concerns on parenthood.

Maybe Baby On The Road @ Suntec Tropics Atrium

Mdm Halimah Yacob with one of the participants’ babyParticipants shared their parenthood concerns

Class 95 DJs, TV celebrity Evelyn Tan & Evelyn Khong, Head, Family Life Educator, 
Fei Yue Community Services, sharing tips on parenting and work without fear
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Held from 5 to 7 October, the three-day 
roadshow incorporated five sessions of 
English and Mandarin talk forums  by 
experts from different professions, who 
shared their experiences with celebrity 
DJs, TV celebrities and the audience. 

With the support of partners, other 
activities included baby pageants, 
maternity fashion show, kids’ corner, 
parenthood information booths, and 
the “Joy of Parenthood Message Trees”. 



Family Life Educator Ngiow May Lee and DJ of Capital Radio 
95.8FM Daryl Ong shared practical tips on how to manage 
lifestyle expectations with baby at the mandarin talk forum

Baby Pageant  
winner (below  
18 months), 
Emmanuel Tao  
with his parents

Finalists and winners of Baby Pageant (18 to 30 months)

Rapt audience at the talk forum Mum-to-be looking good during pregnancy at the 
maternity fashion show

Maybe Baby 
Campaign 2012
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Maybe Baby At The Movies @ Grand Cathay

The Maybe Baby Campaign ended off with a grand finale of a large-scale talk-cum-movie event at Grand 
Cathay. Couples enjoyed a lively discussion and picked up invaluable tips on parenthood by celebrity mums 
Diana Ser and DJ Maggie Lim, celebrity dad Ben Yeo, ILC President – Joni Ong, and family life experts from Focus 
on the Family Singapore – Jason and Shelen Ang.

Maybe Baby 
Campaign 2012

Particpants at the Maybe Baby At The Movies

Talk panelists (L-R): Jason Ang & Shelen, Joni Ong, President of ILC, Diana Ser, Maggie Lim and Ben Yeo
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DJ & Host, Maggie Lim, watching as couple learns to fold a cloth diaper 



The Maybe Baby Roadshow was 
a two-day event held in August. 
The Maybe Baby umbrellas were 
attention-grabbers when they 
were opened and spread out 
on three different lawn areas at  
Raffles Place Park.  

Four Maybe Baby comic poster 
stands, featuring two couples,  
provided some light-hearted views 
on parenthood-related issues.

Maybe Baby 
Roadshow

Filling up the gamecard at the Roadshow Great Job! Maybe Baby! 

Maybe Baby umbrellas up for grabs!

Overwhelming response at Raffles Place Park Are you ready for parenthood?

Winners of 
roadshow 
contest
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Hot Date 
@ The Movies

For the third year running, ILC organised three 
Hot Date @ The Movies sessions in March, May 
and July 2012. Each session was attended by 
more than 150 couples, where speakers shared 
on various parenthood-related topics during the 
forums. Thereafter, couples were treated to a 
blockbuster movie. 

March 2012 
Mr Philip Ang, senior counselor with Alive 
Community Network, shared his views on 
marriage preparation, managing expectations, 
and growing together with baby.

May 2012

Paul See sharing tips on financial management when 
planning for baby

Mr Paul See, founder of Priority Wealth Pte Ltd, gave practical tips on financial management 
and how to budget when planning for baby.

July 2012
Mr Jim Lim, director and principal trainer of Relationship Enrichment And Leadership 
(REAL) Academy, related personal experiences and gave couples some insights on how to 
achieve work-life integration.

Dating couple learning how to prepare milk for their 
future baby

ILC Honorary Treasurer, Peter Lim sharing his parenthood journey

Enthusiastic participants taking part in viral photo contest
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Maybe Baby 
Lunch Time Talk

Maybe Baby Lunch Time Talk, held in February at NTUC Centre, attracted many professionals who 
were keen to find out more about parenthood and effective ways to manage their finances, time and 
lifestyle with a baby.

Speaker, Lau Tat Chuan captivated his audience with his talk Q & A session

Maybe Baby Hot Date 
With Your Valentine

Maybe Baby Hot Date With Your Valentine was organised in February 
for couples  who wanted to spend time together during the month of 
St. Valentine’s in a meaningful way. 

Besides enjoying a scrumptious lunch buffet, couples also picked up 
valuable tips on wine and food pairing by Mr Henry Hariyono from 
Artisan Cellars. Mr Simon Sim, family life coach shared his experience 
with couples on how to strengthen their marriage with his humour 
and brand of “edu-tainment” talk.

Couples enjoying the “edu-tainment” talk by Simon Sim Exchanging tokens of love

Taking the parenthood pledge
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In November, a free pre-natal workshop was organised for Maybe Baby Club expecting mums. Trainer Ms Vanda, from 
Vanda Yoga taught the expecting mums various yoga exercises that help ease pregnancy symptoms and prepare for 
labour and birth.  

ILC Workshop

“Good idea to have a talk cum movie date! 
Would love to attend more.”

Hap Guilia
Participant of Hot Date @ The Movies 
24 Mar 2012

“After attending Maybe Baby events, my wife 
and I had 2 lovely babies in 2011 and 2012. 
Looking back, I am truly thankful to have 
such a great wife and wonderful children. 
For 2013, I wish to be a better parent and 
ensure good health for my family.”

Eric Lim
Maybe Baby Facebook

“The sharing session was very helpful. It 
makes me and hubby less stressed on 
financial issues and things seem less 
complicated!”

Ng Chui Khee
Participant of Hot Date with Your Valentine
11 Feb 2012

“Diverse views shared during the panel 
discussion were eye-opening. Would be 
good if it was longer.”

Jane Tang
Participant of Maybe Baby Annual Campaign
13 October 2012

What participants say about ILC events...
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Corporate 
Information

President Joni Ong

Vice Presidents Caroline de Guzman 

 Eddie Sung 

 Dr Julie Lo

Honorary Treasurer Peter Lim 

Honorary Vice Treasurer Christopher Tan

Honorary Secretary Janet Chong

Board Members Caron Choo

 Celine Yeo

 Helen Lim-Yang

 Kenny Toh 

 Dr Narinder Kaur 

 Pauline Goh

 Dr Peter Chew

Honorary Advisor Patricia Chui

Operations Manager Chryssie Tang

Marketing Manager Alexandra Khoo

Events Executive Rosemary Richard Sam

The Executive Committee consists of the president, vice presidents, honorary treasurer, honorary vice 
treasurer, and honorary secretary.

Registration number ROS2132/2005 CAS

Registered Office Blk 323B, Sengkang East Way, #01-555

 Singapore 542323

Auditor C. N. Tiew & Co. 

Principal Banker DBS Bank Ltd

Photo of Board Members

(L – R) Front: Janet Chong, Celine Yeo, Dr Julie Lo, Joni Ong, 
Caroline de Guzman, Caron Choo, Helen Lim-Yang
Back: Peter Lim, Dr Narinder Kaur, Eddie Sung, Kenny Toh, 
Dr Peter Chew, Christopher Tan
Not in picture: Patricia Chui, Pauline Goh
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I Love Children
Blk 323B Sengkang East Way #01-555 Singapore 542323

Tel: 6385 9668 Fax: 63859667
www.ilovechildren.org.sg

ILC Partners 

Abbott Laboratories (S) Pte Ltd
Alive Community Network
Artisan Cellar
Bubbly Books
Centre For Fathering Ltd
Houseproud Pte Ltd (Precious Thots)
Ikano Pte Ltd (IKEA)
KK Women’s and Children Hospital 
NUH Women’s Centre, National University Hospital
Priority Wealth Pte Ltd
Relationship Enrichment And Leadership (REAL) Academy
SBS Transit Ltd 
Vanda Yoga

ILC Affiliates and Supporters

aLife Ltd
Fei Yue Community Services
Focus On The Family Singapore Limited
Marriage Central
Ministry of Social and Family Development
National Family Council
National Population and Talent Division
National Trades Union Congress – U Family
People’s Association

Corporate Partners 
& Friends


